
Lancaster  
Mon., October 8, 2018
Lancaster Marriott at Penn Square, 25 South Queen St. 
8:50 am to 4:30 pm; check-in begins at 8:00 am

6 CLE CREDITS INCLUDING ETHICS

EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN
CONFERENCE 2018

Reserve your seat for the premier 
special education law event.
 
Gathering ground for:

 ▶ Attorneys 

 ▶ Hearing officers 

 ▶ Advocates representing children, 
families, and school districts 

 ▶ School administrators and teachers

 ▶ Anyone who wants to learn more 
about educational rights for children

Join 200+ special education 
law professionals to brush up on 
today’s most relevant issues.



16 SESSIONS DESIGNED FOR YOUR PRACTICE, INCLUDING THESE 

Students, parents and teachers have a seemingly limitless 
number of learning tools at their disposal. But are they in 
compliance with the numerous laws and policies in place 
to deem a school inclusive and accessible? 

10:50 - 11:50 
TEXT TO SPEECH, INTEL READER, SIP AND 
PUFF SYSTEMS, AND SO MANY MORE

Panelists pictured: Mark Cheramie Walz & Michael J. Connolly 
Moderator: Hearing Officer Charles W. Jelley 

2:20 - 3:20 

GRAPPLING WITH  
TITLE IX GUIDANCE
Last year’s change in federal policy regarding how 
schools should handle sexual assaults under Title IX has 
created an environment ripe for confusion, criticism, and 
misdirection. We have just the team line-up up to make 
sense of the complicated issues that have developed 
since the change in policy. 

Claudia L. Huot & Dennis C. McAndrews

3:30 - 4:30 
SOCIAL MEDIA & DISCIPLINE:  
THE BAD, THE UGLY AND THE GOOD 
Our kids snap, chat, tweet, share, like, and repost at alarmingly 
frequent rates with no thought to the longevity, reach and 
effect of their messages. Social media is great for learning, 
bad for stranger danger, and can be downright ugly when 
consequences and discipline come into play. Join this 
timely, engaging discussion that serves to teach how to keep 
potentially ugly, good.

Panelist pictured: Erin D. Gilsbach 
Moderator: Hearing Officer Charlie W. Jelley

70+ education policy guidance documents have gone 
since the beginning of the Trump Administration, leaving 
school districts without detailed guidance or substantially 
abbreviated position statements on a variety of legal issues 
that impact disabled students.  If you don’t know what has 
changed, make this session a “must attend.” 

9:40 - 10:40 
THE TRUMP ADMINISTRATION’S  
SPECIAL EDUCATION “CLEAN UP”

Tanya A. Alvarado & Brooke E.D. Say

The PA medical marijuana program is in full bloom! 
Explore its impact on students and schools struggling 
to interpret and implement the laws.

10:50 - 11:50 
MEDICAL MARIJUANA  
IN SCHOOLS 

Christine Taylor Brann & Timothy E. Gilsbach

3:30 - 4:30  
THE DOCTOR IS IN: KACHMAR 
RETURNS WITH A FOCUS ON 
INTELLIGENCE TESTING
Prepare for a whirlwind of information as licensed  
school psychologist Steve Kachmar and Hearing  
Officer Linda M. Valentini review the history and  
theory of intelligence testing and explains current 
assessments and assessments in practice. 

Dr. Steven Kachmar



FACULTY

Hon. Gail A. Weilheimer
MONTGOMERY COUNTY COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 
NORRISTOWN 

Tanya A. Alvarado, Esq.
LAW OFFICE OF TANYA A. ALVARADO 
BALA CYNWYD

Craig D. Becker, Esq.
MT. LAUREL

David J. Berney, Esq.
BERNEY & SANG 
PHILADELPHIA

Christine Taylor Brann, Esq.
JAMES SMITH DIETTERICK & CONNELLY, LLP 
HERSHEY

Amy T. Brooks, Esq.
WISLER PEARLSTINE, LLP 
BLUE BELL

Mark Cheramie Walz, Esq.
SWEET STEVENS KATZ & WILLIAMS LLP  
NEW BRITAIN

Michael J. Connolly, Esq.
MCANDREWS LAW OFFICES PC 
BERWYN

Amy P. De Shong, Esq.
WISLER PEARLSTINE LLP  
BLUE BELL

Grace M. Deon, Esq.
EASTBURN AND GRAY, PC  
DOYLESTOWN

Sarah B. Dragotta, Esq.
LATSHA DAVIS & MCKENNA, PC 
EXTON

Andrew E. Faust, Esq.
SWEET STEVENS KATZ & WILLIAMS LLP  
NEW BRITAIN

Erin D. Gilsbach, Esq.
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, EDLAW INTERACTIVE 
SLATINGTON

Timothy E. Gilsbach, Esq.
KING SPRY HERMAN FREUND & FAUL LLC 
BETHLEHEM

Rebecca Heaton Hall, Esq.
WEISS BURKARDT KRAMER, LLC 
PITTSBURGH

Jeni Hergenreder, Esq.
DISABILITY RIGHTS PENNSYLVANIA 
PITTSBURGH

Katrina Homel, JD
HILL WALLACK LLP  
YARDLEY

Claudia L. Huot, Esq.
WISLER PEARLSTINE, LLP  
BLUE BELL

Steven P. Kachmar, M.A., Ph.D., NCSP
PA LICENSED PSYCHOLOGIST 
NATIONALLY CERTIFIED SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGIST 
LEHIGH VALLEY

Joshua M. Kershenbaum, Esq.
KERSHENBAUM & RAFFAELE, LLC 
BRYN MAWR

Heidi B. Konkler-Goldsmith, Esq.
MCANDREWS LAW OFFICES PC 
BERWYN

Michele A. Leahy, MS, CPWIC
M. LEAHY & ASSOCIATES, LLC 
CONSHOHOCKEN

Dennis C. McAndrews, Esq.
MCANDREWS LAW OFFICES PC 
BERWYN

Lorrie McKinley, Esq.
MCKINLEY & RYAN, LLC 
WEST CHESTER

Caryl Andrea Oberman, Esq.
LAW OFFICES OF CARYL ANDREA OBERMAN, LLC 
WILLOW GROVE

Karl A. Romberger, Jr, Esq.
SWEET STEVENS KATZ & WILLIAMS LLP 
NEW BRITAIN

Andria L. Saia, Ed.D., JD
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, CAPITAL AREA INTERMEDIATE UNIT 
ENOLA

Jennifer Y. Sang, Esq.
BERNEY & SANG 
PHILADELPHIA

Brooke E. D. Say, Esq.
STOCK AND LEADER 
YORK

Leah Snyder Batchis, Esq.
BATCHIS NESTLE & REIMANN LLC

BALA CYNWYD

John Valantassis, Esq.
RUDER LAW 
PITTSBURGH

Ilene B. Young, Esq.
ILENE YOUNG LAW OFFICES 
LANGHORNE

Aimee R. Zundel, Esq.
WEISS BURKARDT KRAMER, LLC 
PITTSBURGH

   EXPERIENCED FACULTY

COURSE PLANNERS

Thomas C. Warner, Esq.
SWEET STEVENS KATZ & WILLIAMS LLP 
NEW BRITAIN

Liliana Yazno-Bartle, Esq.
LAW OFFICES OF CARYL ANDREA OBERMAN, LLC 
WILLOW GROVE

SPECIAL EDUCATION DUE PROCESS HEARING OFFICERS

James Gerl, Esq., CHO
HARRISBURG

Brian Jason Ford, JD, CHO
ALLENTOWN

Charles W. Jelley, Esq., LLM
MONROEVILLE

Jake McElligott, JD, CHO
PITTSBURGH

Linda M. Valentini, Psy.D., CHO
SENIOR OFFICER, PHILADELPHIA

Cathy A. Skidmore, M.Ed., JD, CHO
PITTSBURGH

ATTEND THE PREMIER 
EDUCATION EVENT 
for parent and child 
attorneys, school district 
attorneys, hearing officers  
and advocates 

Connect: learn, exchange, 
and share the passion with 
other special education 
professionals and create 
exceptional education 
opportunities for  
exceptional children! 

GAIN A BALANCED 
PERSPECTIVE  
ON ALL ISSUES

Most of the sessions are 
team-taught by a balanced 
panel of school district and 
parent/child attorneys. Gain 
the competitive advantage 
by hearing how a case is 
handled from both sides of 
the “v”!

ARE YOU A PARENT 
OF A CHILD WITH 
EXCEPTIONALITIES? 

The ECC offers you 
first rate instruction for 
advocating for your child, 
contact with some of the 
state’s most experienced 
legal practitioners, and 
exceptional opportunities 
to meet and compare notes 
with other parents. 

TWO ETHICS CREDITS 
AVAILABLE!

You can cross that 
requirement off of your list. 

Planned and Developed by the PA 
Bar Association Legal Services for 
Exceptional Children Committee

Who better to hone in on the 
most important and emerging 
issues affecting today’s special 
education law practitioner?

Join the Committee members at 
their 2018 conference, designed 
to highlight the most relevant 
legislation, regulations, and 
programs affecting exceptional 
children and their families.

An excellent forum 
for connecting 
with other special 
education attorneys!



8:50 - 9:00 Welcome & Introduction

9:00 - 9:30 Hearing Officers’ Update
  Special Education Due Process Hearing Officers Brian Jason Ford (M), James Gerl; Charles W. Jelley; Jake McElligott, Cathy A. Skidmore, and Linda M. Valentini 

   CONFERENCE SCHEDULE                                                        

Basic Intermediate Advanced Ethics (M) Denotes Moderator

9:
40

 - 
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1  2  3 4  

Introduction to Special 
Education Law

Making Schools Inclusive 
via Website Accessibility: 
Are You in Compliance?

Bullying and Harassment: 
A primer under federal and 
PA law

Current State of Federal 
Guidance

Leah Snyder Batchis
Katrina M. Homel 
Jake McElligott (M)

Mark Cheramie Walz
Michael J. Connolly 
Charles W. Jelley (M)

David J. Berney
Sarah B. Dragotta
Jennifer Y. Sang  

Tanya A. Alvarado 
Brooke E.D. Say
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:5
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1:
50

5 6  7 8 

School Safety: Behavior 
Response, Discipline 
and Involvement of Law 
Enforcement

Medical Marijuana Meaningful Parental 
Participation for Parents 
who have Specialized 
Needs

Ethical Considerations: 
What are your present 
ethical levels, goals and 
baselines?

Rebecca Heaton Hall
John Valantassis
Cathy A. Skidmore (M)

Christine Taylor Brann 
Timothy E. Gilsbach 

Jeni Hergenreder
Aimee R. Zundel

Amy T. Brooks
Joshua M. Kershenbaum

11:50 - 12:35 Luncheon

12:35 - 2:05 Year In Review  Andrew E. Faust  & Caryl Andrea Oberman
  

2:
20

 - 
3:

20

9 10 11 12

Autism, Special Needs  
and Our Courts

Custody in Special 
Education

Sexual Misconduct in the 
Schools

Transition and 
Government Benefits 
After 18 (Including Social 
Security, Waivers, Medicaid)

Lorrie McKinley
Andria L. Saia

Hon. Gail A. Weilheimer 
Craig D. Becker
Amy P. De Shong
Dr. Linda M. Valentini (M)

Claudia L. Huot  
Dennis C. McAndrews 

Michele A. Leahy, MS, CPWIC

3:
30

 - 
4:

30

13 14 15 16

Intelligence Testing Social Media & Discipline Settlements Ethical Considerations 

Dr. Steven P. Kachmar
Dr. Linda M. Valentini 

Erin D. Gilsbach
Charlie W. Jelley

Heidi B. Konkler-Goldsmith  
Karl A. Romberger, Jr

Grace M. Deon
Ilene B. Young



10293 
cap/sat-8/27/2018

Registration Policy:  
Pre-registered customers will receive 
priority on the distribution of course 
materials. Walk-in registrations will be 
accepted on a space-available basis. 
Please check www.pbi.org or call (800) 
247-4724 to confirm space is available 
and the schedule has not changed.

Registration Transfers:  
Requests for transfers will be honored 
if they are received before  
the course date.

Cancellation Policy: In order to receive 
a refund for cancellation (less a $25 
administrative fee), you must notify 
PBI by email, mail or FAX no later than 
2 business days before the course date 
for the appropriate site. Otherwise, 
you will receive the course materials in 
full consideration of tuition paid.

Services for Persons with Disabilities:  
If you require special arrangements, 
please contact Customer Service at 
(800) 932-4637 at least ten days before 
the course date.

Speaker Substitutions:  
PBI reserves the right to substitute 
speakers at all programs.

PBI Scholarships:  
PBI offers substantially reduced 
tuition for most PBI seminars to allow 
attorneys experiencing financial 
hardship to fulfill their mandatory 
education requirement. For details and 
an application, contact Scholarship 
Administrator at scholarships@pbi.
org or (800) 932-4637, ext. 2284 at 
least 30 days before the program. 
(Scholarships are not available for 
Online CLE.)

Legal Services/Public Interest Lawyers:  
PBI will provide a complete waiver of 
tuition fees for the first 12 hours of 
CLE taken to satisfy the Pennsylvania 
mandatory CLE requirement in 
any calendar year for all attorneys 
employed on a full-time basis by 
Pennsylvania civil or criminal Section 
501(c)(3) legal services or public 
interest organizations. For additional 
courses (over and above the first 12 
hours), eligible attorneys may enroll at 
50 percent of the highest member fee. 
This waiver applies only to attorneys 
in Section 501(c)(3) organizations 
that provide legal services at no or de 
minimus fee to individual members of 
the public.

Registration Confirmation:  
To receive a confirmation, please be 
sure to include your email address on 
the registration form. 

Weather Related Cancellations:  
Check www.pbi.org or call  
(800)-932-4637 ext. 2205.

PBI 
5080 Ritter Rd. 
Mechanicsburg, 
PA 17055-6903

717-796-2348

717-796-0804 
800-247-4724 
800-932-4637

MAIL

FAX

PHONE

 www.pbi.org

FOUR EASY WAYS 
TO REGISTER!

 █ LANCASTER | MON., OCT. 8, 2018

EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN
CONFERENCE 2018

HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS
Lancaster Marriott at Penn Square

25 South Queen St.

A block of rooms has been reserved at 
the Marriott Lancaster at Penn Square for 
Sunday, October 7.

To make your reservation, contact the 
hotel at (888) 850-6146. 

Mention this conference to take 
advantage of our special rate of $161 
(includes parking). Room block expires 
September 16th.

LANCASTER • MON., OCT. 8, 2018
Lancaster Marriott at Penn Square, 25 South Queen St., 8:50 am to 4:30 pm; check-in begins at 8:00 am

Name                                                                                                                                           Attorney #  

Firm

Address                                                                                                            City                                                                State                          Zip

Phone (          )                    -                                                                           Fax (          )                    -  

Email address

A CHECK made payable to PBI for $                                  is enclosed 

CHARGE my:    American Express      MasterCard      Visa     Discover     

Card #                                                                                                                                                                                                     Exp.

Signature

 █ TUITION (INCLUDES COURSE BOOK AND LUNCHEON)

 $299 Standard

 $150 Attorneys licensed 5 years or less, 
judicial law clerks & paralegals

This program has been approved by the Pennsylvania 
Continuing Legal Education Board for a total of 6 
hours of CLE credit. Workshop choices will determine 
whether credits are in substantive law, practice and 
procedure or ethics.

6
CLE

PBI is an approved provider for PA Continuing 
Judicial Education.

 █ COURSE MATERIALS

All attendees will receive the course materials as digital download. 
A link will be emailed to all registrants prior to the meeting for 
downloading, viewing and printing of CLE materials. 

Printed versions of the course book are available for an additional 
$40. If you wish to receive the printed version of the course book 
(yellow book) with your registration, you must call PBI customer 
service at 800-932-4637 to register for this course and purchase the 
printed course book(s).



PBI is pleased to cosponsor this program with the  
PBA Legal Services for Exceptional Children Committee

THIS EVENT PUTS YOU IN THE HOT SEAT: LEARN, NETWORK, EXCHANGE, DEBATE!  

Lancaster 
Mon., October 8, 2018
Lancaster Marriott at Penn 
Square, 25 South Queen St. 
8:50 am to 4:30 pm; check-in 
begins at 8:00 am

Today’s most critical issues are explored by attorneys and 
professionals who practice in this area every day. Bring your 
questions! And your business cards—there is no better way to 
meet and connect with others who practice in this area, too!

MORE THAN A DOZEN WORKSHOPS, EXPOSURE TO 
LEADING COUNSEL, AND PHENOMENAL NETWORKING!

EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN
CONFERENCE 2018


